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DAGMAR KENIS PORDHAM
(Solstrand)

“Dagmar Kenis Pordham is a respected breed
specialist who is well known for her Solstrand
Kennel of Irish Wolfhounds and Greyhounds.
Over the years her hounds have won the
highest accolades in the show ring, including
the Hound Group at Crufts and Best in Show
at Championship Shows.

Dagmar is a very experienced judge...

She regularly judges all over the world, and
her opinion is highly valued as she is fair and
impartial, she has an excellent eye for a dog.”

by Maggie Holder (Mascotts)

West of England Ladies Kennel Society — Welks (2016)
Source: www.bonaforte.com/events/welks

SOLSTRAND KASPAR PHOTO TAKEN FROM FIWC.CLUB/MAIN/CONGRESSES/ 2008

<< Irish Wolfhounds of the Past — The Eaglescrag Legacy >>
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®
ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPERY

The Little Prince

<< If you want to build a ship,
don’t drum up people to collect wood
and don’t assign them tasks and work...

...but rather teach them a long
for the endless immensity of the sea. >>

Antoine de Saint Exupéry
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WHAT IS BREED TYPE ?

HOW DO WE EVALUATE A DOG ?
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In judging dogs, type is considered essential.

The question then is, “What is type”?

Ask 10 judges to define type
and you are likely to receive 10 different answers

—and they could all be correct.
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Solving the Mysteries of Breed Type

No surprise that this all-breed interest
is a characteristic of both :

—our best judges and our top breeders -

Judges do their selecting in the show ring;
Breeders, in the whelping box.
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DO YOU HAVE AN EYE
FOR DOGS ?

AN EYE FOR DOGS

THE VISUAL METHOD TO ASSESSING DOGS

How to identify the fine differences that separates
a dog that is quite good from a dog that is outstanding

-«
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Irish Wolfhounds of the Past -
The Eaglescrag Legacy
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AN EYE FOR DOGS + UNDERSTANDING OF THE BREED STANDARD + BREEDS’ PARTICULAR UNIQUE
CARACTERISTICS + BREED TYPE IN TOTAL + SPECIALIZED INFORMATION ABOUT MOVEMENT

+ BREED STANDARD’S INTERPRETER’S KNOWLEDGE OF DOG STRUCTURE | ANATOMY + X-FACTOR
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AN EYE FOR DOGS

Enhanced by experience

By taking different aspects
of dog confirmation
into consideration — as:

- balance | proportions | type
- structure | movement ...

Include information about
the original function of the breed!

Contribute an opinion
to the list of merit
and make your final decisions.

SOURCE: “AN EYE FOR A DOG”
ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO JUDGING PUREBRED DOGS
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRADED BY ROBERT W. COLE
DOGWISE PUBLISHING
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OUR PERCEPTION OF THE WORLD

Neuroscientists find brain activity patterns
that encode our beliefs and affect how we
interpret the world around us.

We interpret sensory input based on
our expectations and past experiences.

CREDIT: CHRISTINE DANILOFF, MIT | ANNE TRAFTON; MIT OFFICE 2019

I I I ]
Massachusetts

Institute of
Technology
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DIAGNOSTIC TEST
(75% ACCURATE)

DRUG B

DRUG A
(WORKS FOR 90% OF PATIENTS) (WORKS FOR 60% OF PATIENTS)

PATIENT PATIENT PATIENT
CURED NOT CURED CURED

HOW WE MAKE COMPLEX DECISIONS
NEUROSCIENTISTS IDENTIFY A BRAIN CIRCUIT THAT HELPS

IMAGE: CHELSEA TURNER, MIT | ANNE TRAFTON, MIT OFFICE 2019

®
BREAK DECISIONS DOWN INTO SMALLER PIECES
DATA-DRIVEN &
BUSINESS

& COPYRIGHT: OLAF KNAUBER | JACOBS UNIVERSITY BREMEN 2021
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FAULT JUDGING

ANY FOOL CAN FIND A DOG’S FAULT
— IT TAKES A CONNOISSEUR TO APPRECIATE ITS VIRTUES

Eliminating participants by excluding individuals
= breaking decisions down into smaller pieces

IN THE WORDS OF THE LATE BEA GODSALL,
SO OFTEN QUOTED BY FRANK SABELLA:

“ALL GREAT DOGS HAVE FAULTS -
THEY JUST CARRY THEM BETTER.”

DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN
“FAULTS” vs “FAILINGS”

FAULTS

are those characteristics that
stand in the way of a dog’s
being what the breed was
intended to be.

However, we should consider
characteristics such as too
large or too small an ear, too
light or too dark an eye, or
even something such as lack
of brilliant showmanship to
be FAILINGS

These are areas that a great
dog could fall short in and still
be considered among the top
dogs in its class.

EMPHASIZE THE VIRTUES
INSTEAD OF SEARCHING FOR FAULTS

- The mindset of the judge who can
actually help a breed progress is
a positive one.

Having the ability and desire to
reward dogs for their virtues whilst

keeping their faults in perspective.

By recognizing dogs who have
outstanding qualities, judges can
contribute to the breed.

Source: Reposted by Andrew Brace on Daily Dogs (Tony Groenendijk)
| Solving the Mysteries of Breed Type — by Richard G. Beauchamp
(The Kennel Club Pro Series)
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WHAT ARE THE UNIQUE CARACTERISTIQUES OF THE BREED?
When studying a breed or breeds, it is therefore essential
that a breeds’ particular characteristics are clearly understood.
BREED STANDARDS
BREED STANDARDS BLUEPRINTS OF EACH BREED
_ When r_eadllr]g the brjed'st-ancltlard Scores of passionate breed founders left us
In context with history and original purpose with a spectacular array of beautiful, purebred dogs

- and blueprints of each breed.

key to understand breed type. _
These blueprints — the standards — are held as gospel.

SOURCE: ,,BREED TYPE DEFINES THE BREED” by Dale Hunsburger on akc.org
www.akc.org/expert-advice/dog-breeding/breed-type-defines-the-breed/
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UNDERSTANDING BREED TYPE FIWC 2022

ASK YOURSELF

“Breed type” refers to basic form.
The entire dog

must be taken into consideration
in determining proper type.

Every breed has its own distinct type.

I Without type,

the breed loses its identity.

Where was the breed developed?

What was the breeds’ purpose?

Is that purpose the same today?

What kind of body structure,
personality, and coat did it take
to do this job?

What breed went into developing
this breed?

What are the key differences
of breeds similar to your breed?

B
.

Keep form and function in mind ’
when you select for characteristics £y - : How do you continue
that define breed type. to breed away from health issues

but maintaining type?

SOURCE: ,BREED TYPE DEFINES THE BREED” by Dale Hunsburger on akc.org | www.akc.org/expert-advice/dog-breeding/breed-type-defines-the-breed/
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Selecting for Traits
(breed characteristics)
is a Trade-off | give and take

Successful breeders are consistent
with their selection process =» Breed Type & General Impression

=>» Great Size and Commanding Appearance

over the years...
7 \ =>» Movement — easy and active
- Maintaining a picture of the J‘ Vé +

type they wish to produce

=>» Health, longevity, soundness, and hardiness
=>» Temperament, coat texture
- Recognizing the traits => Reproductive ability

+

(characteristics) that will make
this process more difficult

% CREATE A “KENNEL
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List of Points in Order of Merit

1. TYPICAL: The Irish Wolfhound should not be quite so

heavy or massive as the Great Dane, but more so

than the Deerhound, which in general type he should

otherwise resemble.

GREAT Size & Commanding Appearance.

Movement easy and active.

Head long and level, carried high.

Forelegs, heavily boned, quite straight; elbows well

set under.

6. Thighs long and muscular; second thighs, well
muscled, stifles nicely bent.

Sl gm0

7. Coat, rough and hard, specially wiry and long over
eyes and under jaw.

8. Body, long, well ribbed up, with ribs well sprung, and
great breadth across hips.

9. Loins arched, belly well drawn up.

10. Ears, small, with greyhound like carriage (rosed). , The original purpose of the breed standard

11. Feet, moderately large and round; toes close, well was a guideline for people who knew about dogs.”
arched.

12. Neck, long, well arched and very strong. — Nigel Aubrey-Jones —

13. Chest, very deep, moderately broad.
14. Shoulders, muscular, set sloping.

15. Tail, long and slightly curved.

16. Eyes, dark.

SOURCE: Greyhounds in America, Volume I, A comprehensive record of the breed
(presented by the Greyhound Club of America, Inc.,

SOURCE: FIWC FEDERATION OF IRISH WOLFHOUND CLUBS | www.fiwc.club/main/en/en_pointsmerit.html



BREED TYPE AND ITS DIVERSITY ™, 7.-11. JuLY 2022
§ CZECH

: REPUBLIC

TO BREED TYPE FIWC 2022 FIWC2020.pageride.cz

SOUNDNESS & CONDITION OUTLINES & BALANCE

Ability to do the work,
the breed was originally bred for.

The outlines should be all curves — no straight lines.
Nothing should start or end abruptly — “SYMMETRY”.

Soundness is refering not only to the movement, Overall appropriate proportions
but to the WHOLE CONSTRUCTION, as well as in size, weight, and shape of outlines,
the physical and mental well-being of a dog. front and rear angulations as well as the dogs’ movement.

QUALITY STYLE

What ('jo w'e mean _by saying a person has quali'Fy? It comes nearer than any other breed characteristic

It often implies an aristocrat, someone very special. to type, and is of great importance to the show dog.

- A dog might ove.rwhelm all other's by QUALITY, “A manner of conduct or action”
characteristic, property or attitude or the quality of a sound. _ but it’s a gift from heaven!

SOURCE: FOUR DEFINITIONS — by Hayes Blake Hoyt | CONVERSATIONS ON THE BREED, Mr. Frank T. Sabella,
in: Greyhounds in America, Volume |, A comprehensive record of the breed (presented by the Greyhound Club of America, Inc.,
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My Judges Philosophy

From my point of view...
- judging means to emphasize the virtues instead of searching for faults.
- Therefore, the key to evaluate Sighthounds is going for breed type,

the outline and balance — standing and moving.

| strongly believe this points are one of the most important characteristics a judge should
look for, as it can only be achieved by overall soundness.

Only a balanced, sound sighthound with the correct outline can express true breed type.

— It’s the total picture that makes the difference. -
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FCI -STANDARD N° 160
IRISH WOLFHOUND

Brief Historical Summary

THE MOVING HISTORY AND THE REVIVAL OF
THE BREED IN THE LATE 19™ CENTURY
EXPLAINS QUITE WELL THE DIVERSITY

OF BREED TYPES IN IRISH WOLFHOUNDS.

-  SMART SOLUTION APPROACH
FOR BREEDERS + JUDGES

- FIND A BENEFICIAL EFFECT FOR

AN ANCIENT BREED NARROWED BY
A SMALL GENETIC DIVERSITY

=> APPRECIATE DIFFERENT KENNEL TYPES
IN IRISH WOLFHOUNDS !

FIWC 2022

The legitimate Revival of the Breed

... The Cromwellian prohibition (1652) on the export
of Wolfhounds helped preserve their number for a
time but the gradual disappearance of the wolf and
continued demand abroad reduced their numbers
almost to the point of extinction by the end of the
17th century.

The revival of interest in the breed accompanied the
growth of Irish nationalism in the late 19th century.
The Irish Wolfhound became a living symbol of Irish
culture and of the Celtic past. At this time, one
determined enthusiast, Capt. G A Graham, set about
obtaining some of the few remaining hounds of the
Wolfhound type that could still be found in Ireland,
and with the use of Deerhound blood and the
occasional outcross of Borzoi and Great Dane, he
eventually achieved a type of dog that bred true in
every generation. The results were ultimately
accepted as a legitimate revival of the breed.

The Irish Kennel Club scheduled a class for Irish
Wolfhounds at their show in April 1879, and a club
was formed in 1885. The Irish Wolfhound now enjoys
once again something of the reputation that it had in
the Middle Ages. Wolfhounds are now owned and
bred in fairly large numbers outside of Ireland.
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How to understand Breed Type and its Diversity
as an Advantage when Breeding or Judging
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ACCURACY LOGICAL & FAIR

The Preference Problem
Make accurate decisions!

What may block accuracy is
allowing what we like as individuals
to stand in the way of something
else that is equally correct and fully
acceptable in a breed.

A good deal might be the result of
an ability to accurately access the
quality existent in different lines of
dogs in one breed — appreciating its
diversity!

Where does the dogs of each line
excelled? A smart breeder and
accurate judge might combine or
appreciate the best of both worlds!

Decision Making

Be logical and fair in decision
making and explain yourself well!

Differentiate between “FAULTS”
and “FAILINGS”.

We must be careful to be logical in
the manner in which we weight the
particular flaw or flaws against the
overall quality of a dog.

Decent Breed Type should be over
everything — being well combined
with the “X-FACTORS”!

Breed progress, or even breed
maintenance is the aim of every
serious breeder and show judge!

COURAGEOUS & HONEST

Promoting our Breed

Be honest with yourself being a
breeder. Stay self-critical and don’t
become kennel-blind!

Have the ability to stand by what
you believe — be it as breeder or
judge. Stay open minded and be
always ready to learn.

Courage is an element of honesty,
which represents a large part of
character. And it’s character that
makes an outstanding dog person!

Knowledge + sound reasoning =
critical interdependent relationship
that exist between the breed
standard, breeders and a judge.

Source: Solving the Mysteries of Breed Type — by Richard G. Beauchamp (The Kennel Club Pro Series)
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT.

PLEASE STAY HUNGRY!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

& FOR ACCEPTING MY OPINION ABOUT BREED TYPE AND ITS DIVERSITY.

copyright: All rights of publication, reprint or similar by Olaf Knauber (Germany, 2022) — knauber.olaf@gmail.com
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