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What is the biggest 
disadvantage of dogs?

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3

live too short

problem on vacation

expensive

provide love

active lifetyle

make life more cheerful

Gillet, in prep, N=457

Buksi (27) Bobi (31)

french bulldog 
(4.5)

great Dane 
(6.5)

average: 13 years
(increased 4 years in 3 decades)

7 years
(Gemert, 2021)
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What percentage of the European population is over 65?



Global problem: Ageing society

Å  number of elderly increases 3x by 2050
Ådemented: 3.2% in EU

Industrial revolution:
600 M

Agricultural revolution:
4 M

Timeline (year)
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2050
11,000M

Dog domestication:
0.3 M

Eurostat, 2020, Alzheimer Europe, 2019
Roser et al., 2019

Boomers:
2,500 M

Now:
8,071 M


