


IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

Group formed in 2004 

Group comprised initially up to 5 representatives from each 

of the UK Clubs - the IW Club, IW Society & the IW Club 

of Northern Ireland - also, the Irish Wolfhound Club of 

Ireland (FCI). 

The purpose of the Group is to monitor and promote the 

health and welfare of the breed, to educate and inform, and 

to be a united breed voice in all matters relating to health 

issues.   

Shortly after formation the IWCI withdrew from the Group 

in order to look after health issues independently 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

                    CURRENT DELEGATES 

 

• Chairman:   Mr Tim Finney  (IWCNI) 

• Secretary:   Ms Rebecca Peek  (IWS) 

• Treasurer:   Mrs Jean Malley  (IWC) 

• Mr Noel Box  (IWC) 

• Mrs Miranda Brace  (IWS) 

• Ms Jo Braine  (IWS) 

• Mrs Marion  Finney  (IWCNI) 

• Mrs Pat Pask (IWC) 

• Mr Peter Pask  (IWC) 

• Ms Allys Simpson (IWC) 

• Ms Jean Timmins  (IWS) 

 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

Group meetings held twice yearly.  Between times business 

conducted via countless emails! 

 

 Heart testing 

 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Health Seminars 

 Website 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

Heart Testing  

–  Heart testing has been carried out in the UK for the 

last 25 years, by Dr Serena Brownlie or other 

cardiologists approved by her. Since 1993, 1834 IWs 

have been tested, using stethoscope, ECG & 

ultrasound scan. Results all go back to Dr Brownlie 

to be recorded in a database. 

– The benefits of heart testing are possible early 

detection of problems ,giving assurance of current 

heart health of breeding stock and providing data for 

research. To assist in the latter, we are currently 

looking for saliva samples from older dogs (over 8 

years) who are heart-tested clear.  

 

 

 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

– Heart testing sessions run regionally in England, Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland and, in 2011, for the first time, in 

the southern Ireland  

– Up to 15 dogs per day are tested.  

– Cost is currently £40 per dog, except for super-veterans (over 8 

years) who are subsidised by the whole cost, if they contribute 

DNA samples through cheek swabs to our research program. In 

2011, 28 Super Veterans screened. 

– Rebecca Peek is the main coordinator . 

–  Testing sessions are run at shows (there was one at last 

weekends IW Club Ch Show) and in private homes kindly 

offered by owner.  

– The Group is now acquiring a mobile ultrasound machine, 

funded by the IW Club Health Fund and Sky  



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 
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 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Health Seminars 

 Website 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

SOURCE  & DESTINATION OF SAMPLES  
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PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 
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IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 Heart testing 

 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 

 Jean Timmins. Recording details of current & any suspected new 

diseases 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Health Seminars 

 Website 
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PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 Heart testing 

 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 
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IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Kennel Club Assured Breeders Scheme  -  Group 

advises on minimum criteria for membership, in line with 

breed’s own Code of Conduct, which is more stringent. 

KC now includes as strong recommendations Livershunt 

testing, breeding limits for bitches and hounds used for 

breeding to be heart tested annually in scheme approved 

by the IW clubs. 

 

 KC/BVA Proposed Breed Heart Testing Scheme – 

possibly our own scheme will get official recognition and 

be adopted by the KC. Test results will likely be 

published, and entered in the KC database for use in their 

Breed Mate scheme 

  

 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 Heart testing 

 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Health Seminars 

 First held in Sept 2011. Speakers: Dr Simon Swift (Heart Disease in 

Iws), Mr Keith Shea (AI & Canine Fertility) and Prof Jeff Sampson 

(KCs Assured Breeders Scheme and Breed Mate Scheme).  Good 

attendance  -  to be repeated 

 Website 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 Heart testing 

 Research support 

 Publication of information guides 

 Maintenance of database of breed diseases 

 Liaising with Kennel Club (London) 

 Health Seminars 

 Website 

 Maintained by Ann Vaudin – current news – multiple downloads 

available including information guides. 

 



IRISH WOLFHOUND HEALTH GROUP 

QUESTION: 

“WHAT ONE THING WOULD IMPROVE 
THE WELL-BEING OF THE IRISH 

WOLFHOUND?” 

 

ANSWER: 

“HEALTH SURVEILLANCE” 



SURVEY OF IW HEALTH TESTING (NOV 2011) – IAN FINNEY 

THE QUESTIONS – 

 

• Heart testing  

– Is it optional or compulsory for IWs before they can be bred  

– If it is compulsory, does your breed club or your kennel club enforce 
this requirement  

• Liver shunt (PSS)  

– Is it optional or compulsory for IW puppies bred  

– If it is compulsory, does your breed club or your kennel club enforce 
this requirement  

• Other  

– Does your country have any other optional or compulsory breed-
specific health requirements for IWs  

 



SURVEY OF IW HEALTH TESTING (NOV 2011) – IAN FINNEY 



SURVEY OF IW HEALTH TESTING (NOV 2011) – IAN FINNEY 

• SOME CONCLUSIONS 

 

• Responses have been almost 100%  

• Varying degrees of compulsion used, ranging from mandatory testing to optional.  

• Some countries with larger populations of Wolfhounds,  including Australia, 

Belgium, Germany, Netherlands, Norway & Slovakia,  make testing for one or 

more of the diseases mandatory  -  the instruction coming either from their national 

kennel club or from the breed club.  

• Only a little less compelling are France and Finland, who publish all results of 

testing, thereby effectively running a "Name and Shame" operation.   

• The breed clubs in Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK strongly recommend 

that breeders test, and by all accounts the response seems to be good in these 

countries.   

• The remaining countries are either very small in Wolfhound numbers or have yet to 

confront the breed's health issues in an organised way.   

 

 



EIWC Coordination? 

• As there are different levels of compulsion 
throughout the world, how about increasing 
cooperation between countries, instead of the 
individual approach? 

• An EIWC Health Subcommittee to organise a 
base guideline which all clubs adhere to? 

• Use the example of the UK IWHG to create an 
European or even World body 

 

 



EIWC Coordination? 

• To not make compulsory perhaps, but make it 
so that all Clubs don’t just recommend, but 
actually organise events for testing  

• To publish centrally as many results as 
possible 

• One clear body that universities can work with 
for the development of genetic tests, ie. with 
Uppsala and Utrect 



PSS Research in Utrecht 

• “Unravelling the Genetic Background of 
Intrahepatic Portosystemic Shunt in Irish 
Wolfhounds” 

– Dr Peter AJ Leegwater, PhD 

 


