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TIMETABLE FOR THE DAY

09:45 Welcome coffee
10:15 Ruling Council
12:30 Lunch break
14:00 Congress

16:00 Coffee break

19:00 Drinks reception hosted by Club del Levriero
19:30 Dinner party

22:30 Transfer back to Bologna

As the day will be particularly busy and packed with activities, it is
essential that all scheduled times be respected.




RULING COUNCIL AGENDA

1. President’s address

‘// 2. Introduce new Delegates, reminding the rule of the Delegates
, f 3. Minutes of the meeting of the Ruling Council, Hungary 2024
,‘ 4. Chairman’s report, motion of IW Club of Sweden
\‘/ 5. Treasurer’s report
= 6. Pending requests of admission
4 7. Election of 3 to 6 Board Members
) 8. FIWC Congress 2027
Jj‘— 9. Amended FCI Breed Standard for Irish Wolfhound

10. Miscellaneus

11. Closing words of the President







2. DELEGATES




2.1.

CO N F I R M E D FULL MEMIBERS 2024 2026
CONFIRMED DELEGATES
DELEGATES

BELGIUM IWH CLUB Marc Belis Marc Belis
GERMANY DWZRV Beate Taschner Beate Taschner
GERMANY IWC Jirgen Kuhless Jirgen Kuhless
\ ITALY Marcello Poli Marcello Poli

LATVIA Larisa Blazevicha Larisa Blazevicha
LITHUANIA Ausra Jonikaite Ausra Jonikaite
SWEDEN Per Hamrén Lundstrom Per Hamrén Lundstrom

/ THE NETHERLANDS Gosewein van der Zalm Gosewein van der Zalm
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FULL MEMBERS
DENMARK Tina Strunge Jensen Sanne Helsing
2 ° 2 ° FINLAND Outi Piisi Juha Setala
FRANCE Frederic Maison Elsa Paulian
I N T RO D U C E IRELAND IWCI Tony Dunne Kevin O’Byrne
IRELAND IWSO No delegate Anne O'Keefe
N EW D E LEGATES LUXEMBOURG Elsa Paulian Nicole Bauschleid
NORWAY @ivind Berg Larsen Per Arne Flatberg
RUSSIA No delegate Mikhail Nikityuk
SLOVAKIA Pavlina Polcic¢ova Iveta Vojtekova
SLOVENIA Polonca Zabukovsek Barbara Smrke
SWITZERLAND Beatrix Marki Casanova Outi Piisi
ASSOCIATED MEMBERS
CANADA Jocelyne Gagne Laurie Rutherford
ENGLAND Sue Cole Debbie Treadwell
USA No delegate Sue Williams
FULL MEMBERS
BELGIUM KBWC No delegate No delegate
CZECH REPUBLIC Edita Beresova No delegate
ESTONIA Kristin Kerem No delegate
HUNGARY Csilla Juhasz No delegate
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2.3. THE RULE OF THE DELEGATES

Art. 17

Each member club shall be entitled to appoint one delegate as their
FIWC representative. All communications between FIWC and
members shall take place through the delegates; however,
secretaries of the members shall also be kept informed.

Art. 18.2

All officially appointed delegates have to be notified by their club in
writing to the Secretary of the Management Committee. Changes of
nominees have to be notified immediately.

Art. 18.4

The officially appointed delegates shall lose their voting rights
when their member clubs have not paid the annual membership
fee according to Art. 29 to the treasurer of the management
committee in due time.
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3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
RULING COUNCIL, HUNGARY 2024

Draft of the minutes has been sent
from the Secretary to all the
Delegates before this meeting

Any objection, request for
correction or addition?

Can we agree it?




4. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT,
MOTION OF IW CLUB
OF SWEDEN

1. * Population of the IWs over the past 50 years
* Purebred dog breeding and macrotrends
* Rule of the breeders and rule of FIWC
* Genetic in IWs — the research project
* Media
2. Motion of IW Club of Sweden
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4.1. POPULATION OF THE IWs

Litters over the decades

3000
2500

1500
1000

e / —

500

1975-1584

——— A\Erica

* Data derived from www.iwdb.org

1585-1554 1955-2004 2005-2014 2015-2024

s Fyrope == British [slands — = Asia Pacific area & ZAF

11




7 3
{ ey
AR
wy .

s ol
/ A\

4.1. POPULATION OF THE IWs
OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS

Litters over the decades
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4.1. PUREBRED DOG BREEDING AND MACROTRENDS

Statistics show that the population of IWs has changed
significantly over the past decades, with different dynamics
across various geographical areas, to the point that the
breed is now considered relatively rare and potentially
vulnerable.

This trend is not different from that affecting many other
purebred dog breeds, particularly those of large or giant
size, which are more difficult to manage, especially in urban
environments.
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4.1. PUREBRED DOG BREEDING AND MACROTRENDS

In the last decade, not only animal welfare movements but also part of the

veterinary community have increasingly supported the view that purebred
dogs are less healthy than crossbreeds or mixed varieties.

This belief is also fueled by breeders’ exaggerations in the /
pursuit of hypertype, which has led to deviations from the
original breed standard, often impacting canine welfare.

Inbreeding has reduced genetic variability and, ultimately, has
affected dogs’ life expectancy.

The European Parliament has recently approved a Regulation on Dog Welfare and
Traceability. Technical rules will be developed including on excessive conformational traits
and on genotypes associated with detrimental effects on health and welfare.
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4.1. RULE OF THE BREEDERS AND RULE OF FIWC

It is clear that the future—and even the survival—of purebred dog breeding lies in the hands
of breeders, and its fate will depend on the choices they make. Attention to improving canine
welfare will be even more important for a breed with a limited genetic pool and a phenotype
far removed from that of the ancestral dog.

The FIWC brings together breed clubs, not
individual breeders; its support can reach
breeders only if national clubs pass on the
knowledge and the collective work
developed within the Federation. The most
recent initiatives have taken shape in:
 the drafting of a document containing
basic Breeding Guidelines;
e the launch of a research project on the
IW genome.

BREEDING GUIDELINES

By FIWC/Outi Piisi
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4.1. GENETIC IN IWs - THE RESEARCH PROJECT

HOW DID THE PROJECT DEVELOP

DNA of 96 IWs from 23 countries using a high-density SNP chip (a tool that scans
hundreds of thousands of genetic markers across the genome) was analysed.
This allowed us to answer three main questions:

* How much genetic diversity is present in the breed?

* Are dogs closely related to each other?

* Are there specific regions of the genome that have been strongly selected?

Regarding this, special thanks to everyone
who contributed to collecting the samples.
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4.1. GENETIC IN IWs — THE RESEARCH PROJECT

MAIN OUTPUTS

IWs worldwide are genetically very similar and share a common genetic
background, regardless of their country of origin.

Consistent with its history, the breed shows relatively low genetic
diversity and high levels of homozygosity.

Many regions of the genome are identical on both chromosomes within
individuals and often shared across dogs, reflecting a limited gene pool.

This reflects past bottlenecks and the limited number of founders used to
rebuild the breed.

Important and somewhat reassuring finding is that there is little evidence
of recent inbreeding.

17



bl 4

".'/’
‘ 4.1. GENETIC IN IWs — THE RESEARCH PROJECT

P
ha >

MAIN OUTPUTS

From a health perspective, some of the genes have been associated,
in humans or in other dog studies, with conditions such as cancer,
heart diseases, and neurological disorders.

This does not mean that these genes necessarily cause disease in
IWs, but it does highlight specific areas of the genome that may play
an important role in health, longevity, and disease susceptibility.




4.1. GENETIC IN IWs — THE RESEARCH PROJECT

| ‘L MEANING OF THE RESULTS IN PRACTICE

The breed is characterized by relatively low genetic diversity but, at the same time, there is
no strong evidence of recent inbreeding, suggesting that current breeding practices are
generally effective in avoiding close matings and in maintaining a certain level of genetic
stability.

The overall gene pool is still restricted, and the effective population size is relatively small.

This means that, even in the absence of close inbreeding, genetic diversity can gradually
decrease over time if not carefully managed.

For this reason, breeding strategies should continue to focus on preserving as much
genetic variation as possible.
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4.1. GENETIC IN IWs — THE RESEARCH PROJECT

! ‘L MEANING OF THE RESULTS IN PRACTICE

In practical terms, this includes limiting the overuse of popular sires, maintaining diversity
among breeding lines, and promoting the exchange of animals across countries.

In a globally interconnected breed such as the IW, international collaboration plays a key
role in preserving genetic variability.

The study also highlights the added value of genomic tools compared to pedigree-based
approaches alone.

Genomic data allow a more precise estimation of relatedness and inbreeding, capturing
the actual genetic relationships among individuals rather than expected ones.
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4.1. GENETIC IN IWs — THE RESEARCH PROJECT
FUTURE DEVELOPEMENTS

Looking ahead, the integration of genomic information with
pedigree records and health data will be essential to support
more informed breeding decisions.

Such an approach can contribute to reducing the risk of
inherited diseases, preserving genetic diversity, and improving
the overall health and longevity of the breed.
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graphic quality and rich in content.
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Welcome to the
Federation of Irish
Wolthound Clubs

The Federation of European Irish Wolfhound clubs

.....

was founded in 1994 with the intention of fostering
cooperation between those clubs that utilised the
common Irish Wolfhound standard of the FCI.
Some twenty years later we anticipate that Irish
Wolfhound clubs outside of Europe will join with
us; no longer will we be exclusively European so

our logo and name must change to reflect our

FIWC News Next Congress Past Congresses  Hall of Fame  The Irish Wolfhound  IW World  Contacts

4.1. PROMOTION OF THE BREED | MEDIA | WEB-SITE

Two years ago the website https://www.fiwc.club has been improved, completely
redesigned. Kristina Okuneva took on the role of webmaster, creating a product of great

That said, the website has much broader potential. The webmaster’s role is mainly
technical, but new content needs to be delivered consistently and in a timely manner.

Delegates should make
more effort to promptly
provide information,
making this medium
more interesting and
up-to-date.

wider world.
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4.1. PROMOTION OF THE BREED | MEDIA | IW WORLD

For many years, Larisa Blazevicha has taken on the operational and financial responsibility of
publishing the magazine under the auspices of FIWC. In the past, some delegates consistently
supported her in gathering content, as well as in promoting the magazine in order to attract
subscribers and advertising. In recent years, only Jocelyne Gagne and Outi Piisi have been
committed to this effort. The result has been a decline in interest in the magazine, which
prevents its economic sustainability.

If we believe it is important to
maintain this medium, it is necessary
to identify collaborators and provide
financial support for the project.
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Third Edition

Irish Wolfhound
Odyssey

‘in search of Graham’s hound’

Lois J. Thomasson

4.1. PROMOTION OF THE
BREED | MEDIA | BOOKS

FIWC had reprinted the book ‘IW Odissey’
by Lois J. THOMASSON, which was
previously sold out. Many copies are still
in stock, and it would be helpful if clubs
could purchase them for distribution to
their members.
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4.2. MOTION OF IW CLUB

OF SWEDEN
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The floor is given to the delegate

Per Hamrén Lundstrom
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FINANCIAL RESOURCES AT 30.5.2022 15.394,15 €
Membership fees 3.871,18 €

Sales of publications 200,00 €
Contribution to Sighthound Club of Hungary for

Congress 2024 -2.500,00¢
Hosting web-site - 384,18 €
Bank management expenses - 500,29 €

ESTIMATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES AT
23.5.2026

14.801,91 € JL 1.278,95 €

ABN AMRO Bank (NL) PayPal account
fiwc.treasurer2022@gmail.com

16.080,86 €
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6. PENDING
REQUESTS

# OF ADMISSION




6.1. CEGAS Y DLE - SPAIN - FULL MEMBER

Application for membership had been sent to the Secretary in 2023, together
with the requested paperwork (art. 10). Even if this Club fulfils all the
conditions, it was agreed that as CEGAS & DLE had only just been granted
permission to hold breed specialty shows by the Royal Kennel Club of Spain as a
result of the ongoing support and mentoring of The Irish Wolfhound Club of
Ireland, it would be premature to grant Federation membership at that point in
time.

It was recommended to undertake a development path in collaboration with the IWC of I. Thus,
leading to possible membership of the FIWC in years to come.”

No further contact has occurred from then until today. In the meantime, an application was submitted
by a second Spanish club dedicated exclusively to the Irish Wolfhound breed. As the club is currently
recognized on a regional basis, it cannot be admitted as a member of the FIWC.

28



6.2. CLUB LOBRERO IRLANDES MEXICO/CLUB
MEXICANO DEL LEBREL - FULL MEMBER

In June 2016, Edna Rhodes, spokesperson for the Club Lobrero Irlandes
Mexico, requested information so that the Club could be admitted as a
member of the FIWC. The relevant information was promptly provided;
however, the documentation required to assess the application was never
received. In January 2026, the Club’s President, Pablo Sanchez, re-established
contact with the Chairman of the FIWC to resubmit the application. In the
submitted documents he declares “Founded in 2014, our club is legally
registered with the Federation Canofila de Mexico as the sole regulatory body
for the Irish Wolfhound breed in the country.”

There is no information regarding the actual number of members. From the documentation
submitted, it appears that the activities of this association are very limited and date back quite some
time. It was recommended that the association strengthen its activities before the membership
application could be considered. In a message dated 23 January 2026, Pablo Sanchez agreed that his
application was premature, and it has therefore been set aside for the time being.
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6.2. CLUB LOBRERO IRLANDES MEXICO/CLUB
MEXICANO DEL LEBREL - FULL MEMBER

Also in June 2016, Aldebaran Contreras Rivera likewise requested information in
order to have the Club Mexicano del Lebrel admitted among the members of the
FIWC. Application for membership together with paperwork (art. 10) has been
delivered into the hands of the Chairman in 2022, but missing the declaration of
being direct member of its own country’s national dog organization (art. 10, d).

On 20 May 2026, Aldebaran Contreras Rivera sent the Federation Secretary the complete
documentation in support of the membership application, including the declaration dated 14 May 2026
from the Mexican Kennel Club. He specified that the Club currently has 5 full members, only one of
whom owns an Irish Wolfhound. There was not sufficient time to request clarification from the Kennel
Club as to whether there are two clubs authorized to represent the breed in Mexico.

It must be clarified with the Mexican Kennel Club what the role of the two Clubs is, their
actual standing, and the real activities they carry out. It is proposed that the requests be
examined at the next Ruling Council meeting in Norway.
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7. ELECTION OF 3 to 6 BOARD MEMBERS

VIIl. B The Management Committee (Board)
Art. 23

2. The Management Committee shall comprise a minimum of 5 members and a maximum of 8: the
Chairman, the Vice Chairman, the Secretary, and the Treasurer, together with any other member.

3. The delegate of the Irish Wolfhound Club of Ireland is always
member of the Management Committee. The associated members,
if the number is equal to or exceeds five, can elect one delegate as a
member of the Management Committee, while the remaining are
elected by full members among their delegates.

4. The members of the Management Committee shall be elected for
a period of four years and may be re-elected thereafter.

5. The Chairman, the Vice Chairman, the Secretary and the Treasurer
are appointed by the Management Committee.
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7. ELECTION OF
3 to 6 BOARD MEMBERS

Board members who are concluding their term

LARISA BLAZEVICHA
ANTHONY DUNNE - vice Chairman
CSILLA JUHASZ
FREDERIC MAISON
OUTI PIISI - Secretary
MARCELLO POLI - Chairman

Continuing Board Members
GOSEWEIN VAN DER ZALM - Treasurer

Board Members by Right

KEVIN O’BYRNE - IWC of | (Art. 23.3)
ANTHONY DUNNE - President (Art. 27)

It is necessary to proceed with the election
of new representatives, in a minimum
number of 3 and a maximum of 6.

CANDIDATES?
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8. FIWC CONGRESS — NEXT APPOINTMENT

In 2027 the Irsk Ulvehundklubb
Norge will organize a Congress in
Norway to celebrate the jubilee
of the Club's foundation (50
years). For this reason, the next
meeting has been brought
forward by one year compared
to the usual schedule. Delegate
Per Arne Flatberg presents the
event program.
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8. AMENDED FCI STANDARD

EXTRACT FROM THE FIWC STATUTES

lll. Determination of the Breed

Art. 4

FIWC was founded under Fédération Cynologique
Internationale (FCl) jurisdiction for Clubs who are FCI
member countries; these countries accept the FCI
Standard of the Irish Wolfhound and they recognize and
accept that adjustments to the Standard to be accepted
by the FCl is the exclusive right of the Irish Wolfhound
Club of Ireland. FIWC recognizes the official Standards of
non FCl countries that are recognized by FClI and where
the differences in the Standards are words only and not in
the intent of describing the ideal Irish Wolfhound.
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\";}, FEDERATION CYNOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONALE (AISBL)
s/ SECRETARIAT GENERAL: 13, Place Albert 1= B — 6530 Thuin (Belgique)

17.04.2026/ EN

FCI-Standard N° 160

IRISH WOLFHOUND
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10. MISCELLANEOUS

Any question?

Further topics to be
discussed?
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR ATTENTION

ENJOY THE CONGRESS,
THE FIWC SHOW & THE WDS

FEDERATION OF
IRISH WOLFHOUND CLUBS
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